Building in Faith — Building Our Future

St. Theresa’s rectory and church were 25 years old when maintenance and parish growth
prompted concern for future building requirements. Under the guidance of Father Kevin Moran,
now St. Theresa’s Parochial Vicar, and Linda DeMarce, Pastoral Coordinator, the Pastoral
Council recommended the development of the Exploratory Committee to create a comprehensive
master plan to upgrade St. Theresa’s buildings and grounds. The plan includes enhancing our
present worship space to comply with diocesan and Catholic norms.

From a process of information gathering and discernment, the Exploratory Committee
determined the needs of St. Theresa’s and the overall goals of the Master Plan. The church
building needs a delineated and sacred worship place that inspires peace and contemplation. By
renovating and recreating the existing worship space, the church building will have a greater and
more appropriate sense of purpose. The goals also include building a new and separate Parish
Hall that will accommodate social functions, religious education, and other ministries. Finally,
St. Theresa’s campus grounds require enhancements that allow us to fully take advantage of the
beautiful setting we occupy.

Our Plans

June 2007 the Exploratory Committee made its recommendation to the Pastoral Council to
proceed with a multi-phase approach to achieve the parish’s Master Plan objectives.

Phase I; Church Renovation Estimated cost: $2.4 million

In addition to the celebration of Mass, the current worship space was designed to accommodate
other parish activities, such as social events and large meetings. Like many churches of its genre,
it was built as a multipurpose space. Current diocesan norms promote a church as primarily a
sacred and intentional space; thus an interest in recreating the space with a sole Eucharistic
purpose. The plans include:

An expanded and redesigned narthex
A new main entrance for the church and parking areas including a courtyard and
walkways
A new and enlarged sacristy and reconciliation chapel with room for storage for liturgical
items
Reworking of classrooms that will result in seven total classrooms
Within the sanctuary:
New altar, baptismal font and other liturgical furnishings
New tabernacle
Updated sound system
New seating include permanent pews and some chairs
Creating permanent walls where there are currently partitions
New windows



Phase II: New Parish Hall Approximate cost $2.6 million

As the parish continues to grow both in terms of the number of registered families and the
programs it supports, the need for expanded education, social, and activity space continues to
increase. To address this need, St. Theresa’s is now considering a the construction of a stand-
alone parish hall, which will provide nearly 7,000 square feet of meeting rooms, classrooms, and
event-space. The tentative plans include a two-story structure with the social hall and banquet
space on the 2nd floor and classrooms and meetings rooms below. The new hall would also
include a kitchen and restrooms.

Phase III: Grounds and Gardens

St. Theresa’s sits atop a hill on a beautiful, forest-like campus. The property offers great potential
to attach spiritual and liturgical significance to the areas outside the church, proposed hall, and
rectory. Redesigning the parish grounds would create a contemplative space of landscaped
grounds and gardens, including several devotional statues. It would complete the Master Plan by
creating an overall feel of destination and holiness.



